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- Information Sharing: How to notify the public, the scientific community, and global bodies like 
the UN.
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• A Framework for one of Humanity's Biggest Moments (cont): 

- Data Management: How to protect, archive, and openly share scientific data 
related to the discovery.

- Risk Communication: How to manage a global conversation about the discovery 
and its implications - public perception, preventing panic, and building trust.

- Responding: The process for deciding whether humanity should send a reply to a 
confirmed signal. 

- Ethical and legal considerations: a commitment to global transparency, 
responsibility and adhering to the highest international standards. 
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What are the IAA SETI Post-detection Protocols? 

• Historical Foundation: The original Declaration of 
Principles was formulated in 1989 and updated in 2010. 

• Motivation for Change: The 2010 version pre-dated the 
modern communications landscape (social media, AI) and 
was primarily focused on radio SETI. 

• A New Era: An update is needed to address:

- “Technosignatures” not just narrow-band radio signals… 
- The expansion of international participation in SETI. 
- The complexity of the global information environment.  
- Protection & safety of  researchers. 
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From Paris to Sydney: 

• 2022: IAA SETI Committee established a Post-Detection Protocol Task Group to 
prepare an updated version (Garrett, Denning, Tennen, Oliver).  

• 2023 (IAC Baku): A preliminary report was presented (Oliver+ 2023) outlining 
possible revisions. 

• 2024 (IAC Milan): A first draft of the revised Declaration of Principles was presented 
(Tennen+ 2024) and the first round of feedback received.

• A2025 (IAC Sydney): A new, near-final draft based on a structured consultation 
process.  





Handling Candidate Evidence
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Communicating Verification



Monitoring, Archiving and Data Accessibility



Data and Frequency Protection



Post-Detection Protocol



Communicating with ETI following a confirmed detection
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• Broadened Scope: The focus has expanded from radio SETI to encompass all ‘technosignatures'.

• Collective Responsibility: The Declaration is positioned as a statement of best practice for the 
community, not a document for formal signing by organisations. 

• Enhanced Protections: New language was added to emphasise researcher safety and the need for 
risk communication.

• Strengthened Procedures: The draft includes a clearer process for handling candidate evidence 
and stronger provisions for long-term, accessible data archiving.

• IAA SETI Post-Detection Sub-Committee to support the discovery team - professionals with a wide 
range of expertise.

• Expanded Preamble: Sets the stage for future supporting documents, such as Best Practices and 
Codes of Conduct.
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What the community said…

Strong overall support for the new draft:   

• The feedback received from the wider community (15?+34 responses in total) was Strongly Positive.  

• Over 70% of respondents rated their satisfaction with the draft at 8/10 or higher. 
•
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Towards Formal Adoption & Endorsement

• Final Comments (IAC Sydney): Presenting the draft here for final input from the IAA 
SETI Committee membership.

• Formal Vote (Late 2025): The final version will be circulated to the IAA SETI 
Committee for a formal, anonymous online vote on adoption. 

• IAA Endorsement (Early 2026): The approved Declaration will be submitted to the 
IAA Board of Trustees for their endorsement. 

• Formal Presentation (IAC 2026): The newly adopted protocols will be formally 
presented at the IAC in Antalya, Türkiye.



And finally… 

• Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this process!  

- The IAA SC Post-Detection Task Group (Kathryn, Carol & Les) 

- The IAA SC Membership & Executive  

- The Wider SETI Community… 
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