
Mike Garrett on behalf of IAA SC Executive  

Sir Bernard Lovell Chair of Astrophysics & Director of Jodrell Bank Centre for Astrophysics, 
University of Manchester.  

Int. Academy of Astronautics, SETI Committee chair. 

Feedback Process – PDP 2025 Update

IAC 2025, Sydney. Oct 2025.



• Process led by the IAA SETI Committee (SC) Executive, and PDP Task Group (Les Tennen, Kathryn 
Denning, Carol Oliver & MAG). 

• IAC Milan 2024: First full draft of Revised Declaration presented (Tennen et al. 2024) both at the public 
IAC and IAA SETI Committee (SC) meeting. 

• Goal was to have a final version by mid 2025… formal vote before IAC 2025…  

• IAC Sydney 2025: Latest draft presented at IAA SETI Session A4.2 (Garrett et al. 2025). 

• Multi-stage process of consultation in the spring 2025 (IAA SC Membership) and summer 2025 (Wider 
SETI Community, incl. OotO, SETI Post-Detection Hub and IISL Space Law SETI & Law Working Group. 

• Background materials included: Draft, comparison doc (2010 vs 2025), background papers. 

• ~ 20% response from Membership and Community via Google forms.   

• Community feedback - Strong support: > 70% rated the draft 8+/10. 

•

Process since last meeting  



Community feedback 



Demographics
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Demographics (cont)
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Demographics (cont)



•One final round of comments on the September 2025 draft will be invited from the 
IAA SETI Committee Membership. 

•A formal, anonymous online vote will be organised in Nov 2025 — e.g. using a 
secure platform such as “Helios”. 

•Members will be asked to vote Yes or No on the approval of the final draft 
Declaration of Principles. 

•An optional online meeting may be held in advance of the vote, should members 
find it beneficial for final discussion. 

•The document will be approved on the basis of a simple majority of the votes 
cast. 

Process going forward  



•Assuming the final draft Declaration of Principles are approved:  
-Submission to IAA Board of Trustees for their endorsement (end of year 2025) 
-Public presentation at IAC 2026.  
-Launch of supporting work.   

Process going forward  (cont)



And finally… 

• Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this process!  

- The IAA SC Post-Detection Task Group (Kathryn, Carol & Les) 

- The IAA SC Membership & Executive  

- The Wider SETI Community… 


