
SETI PC Report to IAA Commission 1 - September 2022. 

A new SETI PC executive was elected in September 2021. The new PC chair is 
Prof. Michael Garrett (Univ. of Manchester) with co-chairs Profs. Carol Oliver 
and Andrew Seimion. Lori Walton is the secretary. Dr. Claudio Maccone 
(formerly PC chair) was appointed as PC member emeritus. A PC meeting was 
held in Dubai (IAC 2021) and this included remote participation via zoom. The 
chairʼs notes for this meeting are available at: 

The main activity has been to consolidate the PC membership - the field of 
SETI is undergoing a major rejuvenation with privately funded programmes 
such as Breakthrough Listen also having an impact globally around the world. 
Rapid growth of the PC membership in previous years (there are now ~ 80 
members) led to some administrative confusion - Lori Walton is sorting this out 
with support from the IAA Office in Paris. 

The PC is looking forward to seeing the new Terms of Reference (ToR) for 
Permanent Committees currently being finalised by the IAA Board of Trustees. 
We have provided input to Les Tennen on this matter, and we prefer not to 
appoint new PC members until the new ToR are known. We note that there is 
significant international pressure from many active in the field to join the PC. 

Issues recently addressed by the PC included our relation to topics such as 
UAP (Unidentified Aerial Phenomena) - with our current ToR, the PCʼs focus 
firmly remains on the search for techno-signatures beyond the Earthʼs 
atmosphere. The PC continues to support discussions and new developments 
associated with the SETI protocols, in particular the post-detection protocols. 

The next PC meeting is scheduled for IAC 2022 in Paris - the Paris Conference 
Centre, Room E05A, Tuesday, 20 September 2022, 10]00-13]00 local time. We 
also aim to facilitate remote participation via zoom. 

 Mike Garrett, SETI PC chair. 
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